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 As I watch the red-tailed hawk glide and swoop then 

land in the big pine in my backyard, I feel grateful that I was 

raised a "swinger of birchesò, much like the boy in Robert 

Frost's poem Birches. Too many of us spend too many hours in-

side watching one screen or another.  So many of the important 

life lessons are learned having  

actual experiencesð plunging into an alpine lake, building a 

stone oven, singing around a campfire, and sharing your own 

poem on a mountain top. 

 

  Our program builds 

stronger, healthier children 

who understand the effort it takes to build a caring community and the need to 

take special care with the natural world.  We are grateful for the many        

generous hands that have made Unalayee's "no child left inside" campaign so 

successful. It is our goal to ensure that every child who wants to attend the 

camp will have the opportunity to do so.  

 

Call us if you have a friend or a child who would like to attend and weôll do 

our best to get him/her on the bus up to Camp.  

 

 We are excited about our new programs this summer.  We have a  

Nine Day Session and a July Family Days program. If you are a part of the 

Facebook nation please visit the Camp Unalayee Facebook page.  It is a good place to share photos and get 

program updates.  

 

  We are revising and updating our data base.  If you did not 

receive a PDF copy of this newsletter in your email please 

send us your email address at gocampu@gmail.com.  

 

 We would love to see you at the Spring Reunion on 

May 1st at Camp Krem in the Santa Cruz Mountains.  The 

Reunion will be so much better if you are there.  Last year 

it was a blast and this year it will be even more fun!  

 

 Thank you again for all of your support. 

  

      Lowell  



Where are they now? 
    ñAnd the seasons go round and roundò  It seems that we are either run-

ning   marathons or dragging our feet to slow the circles down. One thing is 

for sure, you canôt slow down the Unalayee crowd.  Here is a quick update 

about a few our own.  Tara Austin Weaverôs  book The Butcher and the 

Vegetarian is getting great reviews. Follow Brendan  Moroso in his Moroc-

can Peace Corps adventures via his blog.  Marcel our ñBig Dutchmanò will 

return to camp this summer with his daughter after twenty years.   Ed Keifer 

just returned from Sumatra after working on an eco-village project. Cody 

Hallenbeck is singing with every choral group in Santa Cruz.  Nicco Tyson 

is setting up a recording studio in Mali and jamming with everybody in 

town.  Ruben Gutstein is running with wolves in the Northwest.  Tom Bouye stayed warm in his Unalayee 

sweatshirt on the peaks in Nepal.  Nora Thomas is learning her fifth language in southern France.  Mark 

Lovelace is Humboldt Countyôs 3rd District Supervisor.   

 

 Congrats to the new and expecting Unalayee moms and dadsðCorinne Koppel, Autumn, Erock, 

Emile, Seferina, Martha and  Dom.   

The Dermpler Fund presents  
                        the first annual Whitney Challenge Ride. 
 As a foolhardy fund-raising stunt, former camper/counselor Fred 

Lifton and his wife Laura Ohm are attempting to ride their bikes to the top 

of  Mt. Whitney. Well, not exactly. Riding bikes from the base of the East-

ern Sierras to the summit of the White Mountains, down and back up again, 

Fred and Laura will try to climb more than 10,000 feet over 60 miles, the 

equivalent of climbing from the Owens Valley floor to the summit of Mt. 

Whitney.  

 

 Theyôll be riding all that way to help raise money to send one kid 

to Camp this summer.  You can  help out by donating a penny per foot (or 

whatever you can) to the Dermpler Fund.  For information on how you can put the wind at 

Fred and Lauraôs back by sponsoring them, please visit the Dermpler Fund Facebook Cause 

at   (http://apps.facebook.com/causes/409071?m=112621f5)  or contact the office. 

Can you name these counselors? 

Meet the Director and Staff 
  If you have some friends who would like to get more information about 
Unalayee just let us know and we can schedule a time to show our slide show 
and meet with the families.  We have staff all around the west coast who would 
be more than happy to  answer questions and share stories about the camp. 

Campfire stories with the CITs 

To Build a Fire 

http://apps.facebook.com/causes/409071?m=112621f5
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